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60th Anniversary AGM
We had a very successful 
afternoon celebrating our 
60th anniversary as a 
society alongside our 
annual AGM on 6th

September. 

Malcolm organised for all 
members of the society to 
receive engraved tumblers 
which is a lovely memento 
to celebrate the special 
occasion. 

Shirley, David, Andrea 
and Dawn put on, what 
can only be described, 
as a sumptuous buffet, 
with a vast array of 
sandwiches, a beautifully 
decorated 60th

Anniversary cake, cup 
cakes, quiches and more 
nibbles than I can list. If 
anybody went home 
hungry, I will be amazed.

The Auction was a great 
success with Peter White 
maximising the value of sales 
whilst providing much 
entertainment. This featured a 
variety of plants grown by 
members of the society. By 
the way  the auction raised 
£62.70 for society funds which 
certainly helps to balance the 
books. The auction enables 
members to share plants with 
each other and to try out 

growing new 
species. 
Most people in 
attendance went 
home with a new 
plant or two (or 
thirty if you are 
George or Steve….) 

A big thank you to 
all those that 

brought plants for 
sale and a big 
cheer for all the 
eager bidders.

Janet put together 
a board of photos 
showing some of 
the society’s 
history. This was 
available on the 
day for people to 
view. It was great 
to see some of our 
current members 
in the photos and a 
reminder of what a 

rich history the society 
has from the last 60 
years. 

I really hope that you 
all felt that this was a 
special day and look 
forward to many more 
years of success for 
the Solihull & District 
Orchid Society.



Next Meeting
Our next meeting is on 
Saturday 4th October 
2025 where Celia Wright 
will be joining us to talk 
about the Orchids of 
Crete and the 
Dodecanese. 
Please note that this is 
different from the 
calendar as Celia kindly 
swapped over with Helen 
who is now due to speak 
in November.

Table Show
Unfortunately, due the extremely busy nature of Saturdays meeting no 
photographs were taken of the Display Table.  
However, Peter carried out the judging of the plants  and so below are the 
results.
On the Hybrid section the plant with the most points was Bulbophyllum Sagarik 
which is a cross between Bulbophyllum lobbii and Bulbophyllum frostii registered 
by H. Christiansen in 2010. 
This plant was grown by Pat Bussy and received 34 points – 17 for flower and 17 
for culture,
The second plant in this section was Neostylis Lou Sneary which is a cross 
between Neofinetia falcata (now Vanda falcata) and Rhynchostylis coelestis and 
was registered by Hajime Ono in 1970. 
It is a lovely hybrid which is fragrant with white flowers tipped with purple. This 
plant was grown by Monica Johnson and received 26 points – 12 for flower and 
14 for culture.
The RHS recognised name is now 
Rhynchostilis Lou Sneary.
The Species section had 2 plants both 
grown by Pat Bussy. 
The first plant was Coelogyne merrillii which 
was first described by Ames in 1911 and 
originates from Luzon in the Philippines and 
is fragrant with white to cream flowers. This 
plant received 23 points – 10 for flower and 
13 for culture.
The second plant was Dendrobium victoria 
reginae which also hails from the Philippines 
and was first described in 1897 and was 
named in honour of Queen Victoria. This 
plant also received 23 points – 11 for flower 
and 12 for culture.
Many thanks to Monica and Pat for bringing 
these plants along for all the members to 
see.
    Malcolm Moodie


