Newsletter
FEBRUARY 2022
SUBS

A reminder that
Subs due around
Christmas should
be paid and sent to
our new Treasurer
Sam Bridge.

SPRING SHOW
Our Spring Show - 19th March 2022 is now
almost here, we are still short of helpers, so
if you an spare an hour or so it would be
greatly appreciated.
Heike is kindly running the tombola and has a
great collection of items
The list for food will be circulated again at
Saturday's meeting, sandwiches, cakes etc
most acceptable

MALVERN
SHOW

Malvern Tickets Tickets for Malvern
Show (17th - 19th
June) are again
discounted to
Members this year,
Peter will be taking
your orders at our
next meeting, the
price is £8.00 each.

NEW MEMBERS

We are still looking
for new Committee
Members, these
are fun positions,
and new Members
will receive all
necessary support
from the
Committee.

Get the best out of
your plants
Whether you just want to enjoy your
windowsill orchid at its best or plan to bring
it to the Table Display or Show this is your
chance to find out how to maximise the
beauty of your orchid.
Bring your plants along to the next meeting
on Saturday 5th March and Malcolm will
show you how to make the most of the
presentation of your plant and its flowers.
We all love orchids so why not make the
most of them.

Bring your plants along to the
meeting and find out how

You can follow Solihull & District Orchid Society on
Facebook and Twitter
If you have any pictures or information you would like to put on our website please
email: lina_sala@yahoo.co.uk or copy and pictures for newsletter: ballm1@mac.com
Society email address: www.solihullorchidsociety.co.uk

February Table Show

Phal. equestris 28pts Graham Jones

Fredclarkeara After Dark 31 pts Lina Smalinski

Cym. Lime Juice 27pts Malcolm Moodie

Vanda Orange Magic 27pts Graham Jones

Odont. pulchellum magus 32pts Malcolm Moodie

Paph. villosum 31pts Malcolm Moodie

Bulbophyllums

This is the largest genus in the orchid family with
around 2500 known species. The biggest and main
growing area is Indo-Pacific basin, which is
mountainous and very humid, however
Bulbophyllums are also found in Brazil and some
areas in the African continent. Bill has been
emphasising often through the talk that
Bulbophyllums need lots of water for long periods at
a time because they take water in slowly.
The main features that differentiates Bulbophyllums
visually are: 1.there is only one joint from bulb to the
leaf 2. Flowers show up from the base of the bulb or
rhizome 3. The lip of the flower is always mobile. They
are also split into many different Sections and
Subsections due to their
varying flowering styles.
Megaclinium Section
comes from African
countries and
Madagascar.
These plants have very
clear and prolonged dry
periods and the flowers
come squeezed into flat
various shapes like
rectangular, square and
triangular.
Plants in the
Cirrhopetalum Section
produce more than one
inflorescence from the
base of the bulb. Plants
classified into
Sestochilus, Hyalosema,
Ephippium, Leptopus Sections produce flowers along
the stem, therefore the longer the stem the more
flowers there will be on one plant.
Plants in Interevallatae and Dialepanthe Sections
produce sequential flowers, therefore one plant can
be in flower for more than a year or even longer.
Plants that fall in the Lepidorhiza Section do flower
primarily in autumn and open their flowers fully only in
the early morning hours and closing up usually by
10AM. These plants usually do have the strongest
odour too.
Plants in Sestochilus Section close their flowers at
night time.
Bill has also created an easy to remember technique
for Bulbophyllum culture “WAFL-HS House” growing
style. Where he has each letter in the word
representing a specific need for these plants in order
to grow successfully.
W = Water
Bill grows his plants in shallow pots and trays purely
in sphagnum moss and allowing them to stand in
water for prolonged periods of time. He emphasises
that if the plant produces only few bulbs during the
growing season it means it didn’t receive enough
water. And because most Bulbophyllums flower on
the previous year bulbs or at the end of the growth
season, therefore the flowering will not be prominent,
thus using up the rest of the water recourses from the
pseudo bulbs. Bill advises to use rain or reverse
osmosis water.

Bill Thoms

A = Air
Fresh air day and night with plenty of movement is
paramount according to Bill. Components in the air
are used by the plants to fully complete various
processes like getting rid of old gases, cooling down,
drying off leaf surfaces.
F = Food
Because Bills plants sit in water trays he always
dilutes the fertiliser heavily in order not to burn roots.
“Feeding weekly – weakly” is the rule he stands by.
He also prefers using fertilisers that are high in
Nitrogen and Potassium and low in Phosphorus. He
believes if the plant is grown to their suitable
conditions, there’s no
need to chemically
induce flowering. Bill also
believes that watering
plants first and then
coming back to fertilise
when they’re wet is a
better technique because
it’s a much more
thorough coverage and
uses even less fertiliser.
L = Light
Bulbophyllums can take
a lot of light some people
are growing them to even
short of burning.
However, it needs to be
well balanced with the
amount of water given to
the plants. Bright shade
is Bills preferred way of
growing his plants. The more light given the more
flowers can be expected at the end of the growing
season. A good rule that Bill stands buy is if the
shadow of your hand in the middle of the day is faint
the light is good for Phalaenopsis, if the shadow is
with clear sharp edges - it’s suitable for
Bulbophyllums.
H = Home
Growing Bulbophyllums in shallow trays or baskets
is the best way according to Bill. The roots are short
and thin, the growing habitat is spreading sideways
by rhizomes. He uses Styrofoam, bark and
sphagnum moss in the pot mixture. Filling the centre
of a shallow pot with light non-porous material is Bills
secret that gives his Bulpophyllums wet environment
for longer.
S =Sickness
Bill suggests to learn and become a good observer
of the plants grown in order to spot problematic areas
soon enough. Apart from slugs and snails, regular
orchid pests like mealy bug or scale don’t usually
attack Bulbophyllums. Also the best preventative
method to bacteria and fungus is to keep fresh air
moving at all times and let the shallow trays to dry out
regularly.
Bill often refers to himself as very humble grower,
however his quirky humour and random mention of
the number of medals won at the American Orchid
Society for various of his plants is a reminder that he
does things right when it comes to growing
Bulbophyllums.
LINA SMALINSKE

My
Home
Orchids
Malcolm
Moodie

Monica
Johnson

LC Puppy Love "True Beauty” AM/RHS AM/AOS

Coelogyne stricta

Coelogyne cristata

Janet James
Dendrobium? possibly specieosum.

Dendrobium nobile

Oerstedella centradenia

Insect pollination
of Hardy Orchids

Colin Clay

Members of
the
Orchidaceae
family, rely
largely on
Insects to
pollinate their
flowers. The
male parts of
flowers are
fused into
discrete
Pollinia.
This means
that pollen
has to be
physically
moved from
flower to
flower and
wind-borne
pollen
dispersal is
not possible.
Several
strategies can
be employed
to attract
pollinators,
including
both food
and sexual
deception.
Pollinators
typically
include
flies,
wasps,
beetles,
bees, moths and butterflies.
When visiting our native Orchids over
many years, I have managed to
photograph examples of insects
pollinating Orchids or showing the
potential to do so.
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CAPTIONS:
1 Brimstone butterfly feeding on Orchis simia
2 Wasps attracted to Epipactis helleborine
3 Day-flying Burnet moth feeding on Anacamptis pyramidalis.
A pair of pollinia are attached to its’ proboscis
4 Hoverfly with pollinia of Epipactis ‘Sabine’ attached to its’ wings
5 Sailor beetle with pollinia attached to its’ mouthparts, on Neottia ovata.
6 Fly interested in a flower of Neottia ovata

